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{‘ iA Said to Plan
New Links With

Anticommunists

The (,entral Ente\hgeme Agency is
preparing to join forces with totali-

tarian regimes and anticommunist-
factions in the conduct of covert op-

-

erations around the world. -
This could open up-a Pandora’s’

box of CIA-sponsored coups and rev-
olutions, It could throw us into an
ur.comfortable embrace with extrem-
ists who are morally objectxonable,
with dictators who oppose U.S. prin-
ciples, even with terrorists whom we
claim to abhor.

CIA chief William J. Casey is.

eager to stir up mischief for such
unfriendly regimes as Libya, Iran,
Cuba and Angola. And he isn’t too
particular whom the CIA finds to do
the dirty work.

In a top-secret planning docu-
ment, he recommends “that consid-
eration he given to improving the
capability of the agency to rapidly
.escalate existing aid to anticommu-
nist forces.”

America’s allies are apprehensive
‘about CIA meddling in the world’s
trouble spots. To overcome this
problem, Casey urges “that increased

conditioning of allies to the necessity-

(and, indeed, the opportunity) for

covert operations against Soviet sur-

rogates and revolutionary forces be
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coordinated by the NSC [National
Security Council].”

Not only allied leaders but Amer-
ican policy makers are concerned
about the clandestine activities that
Casey advocates. They wamn that the
CIA will wind up supporting revo-
lutionary forces and exile groups,

with no. control over what these’

groups do.
Casey argues that the dlsmantlmg
of the CIA’s cavert capabilities now

* leaves President Reagan “with no

reasonable option other - than in-
creased cooperation with antxcom-
munist forces abroad.”

This was tried by President Car-

- ter in an undercover effort to bring

down Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini

.in Iran. It was a hit-and-miss oper-
. ation that is described in secret pa-

pers as clumsy and “chaotic,” lacking
central control and policy objectives.
State Department strategists were

moved to send Carter’s national ze-

curity adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski,
a blistering secret memo.

The clandestine operation, they
wrote, was “clinically schizophrenic,
withdrawn, confused and character-
ized by bizarre fantasy.”

The CIA has been especially inept
at staging covert military operations.
The agency sponsored an invasion of
Cuba that ended in the Bay of Pigs
fiasco. In Laos, the CIA recruited an
army of Meo tribesmen to harass the
communists and then abandoned

_them to be slaughteggd. Similarly,

the CIA armed Kurdish mountain
tribes and encouraged them to at-
tack Iraqi forces, only to withdraw |
support after the political signals :
were changed and leave them to the |
mercy of the Iraqi army.

Yet CIA strategists are eagerly
planning to invest in new military
adventures and other clandestine
projects that once again would em-
ploy surrogates of dubious reliability. .
As far back as last May, Casey began.
his top-secret planning, with sights
on Africa and the Middle East. My {
associate Ron McRae has uneovered:
a document, dated May 9, 1981, la-
beled “Draft Covert OCperations
Planning Document Afnca“\d"‘dle
East.”

Casey contended that Sowet en-
croachment in Africa "can be re-
versed. “The supply of Cubans avail-
able as trained surrogate forces,” he
wrote, “has probably been Optl-ﬂ
mized.” He argued, therefore, that
the Soviets would be unable to sup- 1
ply any more Cubans to counteract a
clandestine U.S. offensive, :

“The end of requirements in ei-
ther Angola or Ethiopia could re-
lease up to 10,000 Cubans,” he-
wrote, “but the outlook for such |
availability appears slight, even in”
the absence of covert mterventlons
by U.S. or allied powers.”

Casey asked for 1mproved logxs
tical capabilities,” meanwhile, to sup-
port anticommunist forca, calling.
this a “critical need . espec:ally in ;
Angola.” '

e AR R «;:"'

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100160065-6



